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Presidio Press. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, The Last Full Measure: How Soldiers Die in Battle,
Michael Stephenson, A stunningly researched work of military history that answers a seemingly simple
question-how have soldiers through the ages met their deaths?-and in doing so reveals an astonishing wealth
of insight about the nature of combat, the diAerences between cultures, and the unchanging qualities of
humanity itself. Behind each soldier's death, in the story of every anonymous infantryman's grave, lies a heady
mixture of specifics. There is the weapon that kills him; the tactics that brought him to his death; the strategy
that marks the boundaries of the killing field; the decisions he makes or the decisions others make on his behalf;
the ability of medical services to save a life or hasten the extinction. And there is the cultural context that shapes
each warrior and battlefield: a complex amalgam of attitudes about heroism, sacrifice, justice, compassion,
and aggression. Drawing on three years of research and incorporating hundreds of primary sources, The Last
Full Measure reveals these and other fascinating complexities hidden behind the simple fact of death in combat.
Organized chronologically, but pausing frequently to make cross-temporal comparisons, the book covers the
Greek phalanx and the Roman legion, medieval warfare in both the West and samurai-era Japan, the age of
black-powder combat, the Civil War, World War I, World War II, and insurgent warfare from Vietnam through
the present.
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