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fields of political science and history. Conversely, this paper shall describe, explain and evaluate the Alliance
from the perspective of the political economy. Jaime Shea once posed the question: Where is the debate about
the future of NATO This paper could thus be conceived of as a contribution to this discussion. Since it originates
from a thesis in economics, the analyses and examinations ought respectively apply and focus on a theoretical
framework, which independently combines economic as well as methods from political science. In 1999, Todd
Sandler and Keith Hartley published a book which drew significant attention throughout the scientific
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