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Sermon Delivered to the Graduating Class of the University of Wisconsin, June 17th, 1883 All that wars against
the supernatural wars against religion. Religion finds a rational place in men s thoughts and conduct by virtue
only of the supernatural; by virtue of powers both in man and in God which control nature. If there is no
prevasive spiritual presence in the world, but only a bed-rock of physical law, all the duties and promises of
religion are misdirected. Its alleged realm is only one more fanciful region peopled by malignant and by
benevolent sprites of the imagination. All these creations must vanish before the clear daylight of knowledge.
The controversy between faith and scepticism hinges here. Are there any supernatural elements in the world?
Are we placed flatly, firmly down on naked physical facts and inflexible laws to settle our fortunes with them, or,
rather, to have our fortunes settled by them? Or have we nobler incentives and the aid of higher powers
wherewith to achieve our fortunes? We must first look a little more closely at these two terms in the make-up of
the world - physical force and spiritual power - before we can pronounce between them, decide whose is the
inheritance, or on what principles it is to be divided. The younger of the two conceptions, that of physical law,
has entered a claim at the tribunal of reason for the entire estate, and has given a retaining fee to science.
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