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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Seventh Annual Report of the Commissioner of
Animal Industry: For the Year Ending November 30, 1918 Our dependence upon domestic animals for food
material further indicates the necessity of well-directed effort toward the suppression of contagious diseases
among cattle, sheep and swine. When we consider that the carcasses of half a million animals are annually
condemned in the United States as unfit for human food on account of the presence of extensive lesions of
contagious disease, we may realize how important it is to limit in every way possible the prevalence of such
disease in food-producing animals and thereby to reduce this great waste. The work of the Department of
Animal Industry bears an important relation also to the maintenance and protection of the public health by its
activities in suppression of such animal diseases as are communicable to the human subject, namely, glanders,
tuberculosis, rabies, anthrax, actinomycosis, etc. Any one of these diseases may be transmitted to persons if
circumstances favorable to such transmission are present, and we find that a certain toll of human life is
annually exacted by them. Our work in supervision of the health of animals may therefore be classed as
auxiliary to that of the public health service, and if efficient is of positive value to the general public welfare. In
accordance with the provisions of chapter 189, Acts, of 1918, this report will consist of a brief summary of the
year s work of the Department, with the addition, however, of a few charts covering the control work of recent
years in some of the principal contagious diseases of animals with the prevalence of which we have to...
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